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ROPA 6 Approval Overview 

• On April 11, 2023 Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
approved Regional Official Plan Amendment No.6 (ROPA 6) with 12 
modifications

• Maintains vision for an "inclusive, thriving, and sustainable region of 
connected rural and urban communities with global reach, fostering 
opportunities for current and future generations"

• The Minister’s decision on ROPA 6 is final and not subject to appeal



Modifications

• Expansion of the Urban Area/Township Urban Area boundary by 
approximately 2,700 gross hectares of land

• Two site-specific policies

• One policy to clarify ROPA 2 land use designation terminology

• A policy for the Elmira Township Urban Area will see a review and 
update to its phasing and staging of development policies



Modifications

• ROPA 6 Policy 3.A.4 has been modified to permit up to three 
residential units in a detached house, semi-detached house or row 
house (or up to two residential units and an ancillary detached 
residential unit)

• Modification of the definition of ‘Major Goods Movement Facilities 
and Corridors’ in the Glossary of Terms to include the addition of rail 
facilities
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Key messages of ROPA 6

• Indigenous relationships and reconciliation
• Equity and inclusion
• Growth management
• Climate action

• Requiring the development of 15-minute neighbourhoods 
in the Cities and Townships

• Affordable and “Missing Middle” Housing









Next Steps
• Area Municipalities and the Region continue to collaborate to  

determine where and when new or expanded area municipal and 
regional infrastructure is needed first and how it can occur in the most 
cost effective manner. 

• Results will be incorporated into upcoming updates to Regional 
infrastructure master plans, particularly for Water, Wastewater and 
Transportation.

• The process to consolidate and incorporate the modifications into the 
Regional Official Plan has begun and is expected to be complete by 
August 1, 2023

• Regional staff will report back to Council in August or September with 
a detailed analysis and implementation approach to ROPA 6
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