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“When the priorities of water use apply
Priorities of water use may be used to help resolve 
competing demands for water among existing water 
takings due to a shortage of water within an area. 
Competing demands for water may be short-term or 
long-term; a single, recurring or continuous event; and 
may occur over different spatial scales, resulting from 
factors including drought, limited natural water 
availability, or a high density or close proximity of 
water takings.”

https://www.ontario.ca/page/g
uidance-support-priorities-
water-use



Priority 1 – Environment, drinking water, and 
Farm animal production (equally)

Priority 2 - Agricultural

Priority 3 – Industrial and commercial and other

Priority 4 - Aesthetic



Priority 1 – Environment, drinking water, and Farm animal production (equally)
Environment
For example:

•protection of instream flows (stream, rivers) and water levels (lakes, aquifers) for the purposes of protecting aquatic 

ecosystems (including wetlands) and/or mitigating impacts of water quality degradation (including wastewater 

assimilation)

•environmental remediation, including the pumping and treating of contaminated groundwater for aquifer protection
Drinking Water
For example:

•private domestic supply (such as wells and surface water intakes) for ordinary household and farm purposes

•drinking water supplies for Indigenous communities

•municipal drinking water systems

•communal drinking water supplies, including residential developments, trailer parks, or campgrounds

•drinking water supply for institutions, such as:

• schools

• hospitals

• colleges and universities
Farm animal production (animal welfare)
Including:

•direct watering of poultry and livestock

•aquaculture



Priority 2 - Agricultural
Irrigation (including frost protection) of agricultural crops and on-farm washing 

activities
Priority 3 – Industrial and commercial and other
For example:

•aggregates

•brewing / soft drinks

•food manufacturing

•manufacturing

•mining

•power generation

•golf courses

•water bottling

•construction

•ski hills

Priority 3 includes industrial and commercial uses, along with any other purposes 

of water use not captured in the Priority 1, Priority 2, or Priority 4 categories.
Priority 4 - Aesthetic
For example, uses for aesthetic purposes, such as:

•landscaping

•landscaped features (such as an aesthetic fish pond)


